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ABSTRACT 

America is a sex-negative society. It is intolerant 
of diversity in sexual tastes and aversions>\This paper explores the 
possible reasons why successful societies hav^f requently been 
erotic^lly intolerant, and why sexually positive gjroups ar9 usually 
small dnd insignificant groups in other parts of tlie world. The 
author discusses a set of axioms based pn research in the behavioral 
sciences and analy2ed/;f rora a social functionalist viewpoint. These 
axioms, put together^ -represent a theory about why many competitively 
successful societies such as ours have evolved maintaining negative 
sex norms-i (Author/PC) 
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A GOClAL-FUflCTTOilALinT THEORY 



1)/ Riohard V/. Gmilh, Ph.D. 
^Dopai'lment of Pciycholo^v 

:iorthridr,e, Ca. 



The average American enjoys a rather wide range of foods ♦ IMr.'/.a, roast 

beef, chicken noodle .soup, hain, lobster, nonfat milk, fror.h oreinr.cr. you 

can eat them all, if you wish. Or, you can tui-n up your nose at tliose you don't 
like (or those that make you sick). Caciety doesn't toll mi Ajnorican that you 
MUST eat any particular disli, or that you must HOT conisume :5oineLhiiir. you like 
(so long as it doesn't liarm you). And, you can limit yourself to a certain kind 
of food (say, vegetarian cocking, or kosher food), if you want to. Aitierica is 
a fairly "eating positive" culture, becaa^jo we tolerate a pretty broc^a spectrum 
of culinary preferences and aversions. 

American society also tolerates wide ranges of Jikes and dislikes in other 
activities. You can play football, badminton, hockey, go fishing, water skiing, 
climb mountains. If you like ALL of these sports, nobody worries about why you 
'developed such a diverge set of athletic interests. And if you have an AVERJION 
to all except, say, football, it doesn't part/cularly bother society that your 
ta::te& are so nai-row either. 

If you go to college and study chemistry, sociolofO^, art, history, politi- 
cal science and mechanical engineering no one denounces you for having an "im- 
natural" range of interests. Or, if you prefer anthropology and nolning olse, 
that's o.k., too. 

If you read science fiction, biography, cook books, and mysteiy stories, 
no one bothers atout how variable your tastes are. (And, if you read only his- 
torical novc-ls and can't CTMD mystery stories and science fiction and cook 
books, few people worry much about THAT, either.) Your hobbies can be quite 
r.eneralizod (chess, sailboating, bridge, karate), or noticeably specialized 
(such as coli6^ctin<'- I9th century French vases), and nobod^' worries much one way 
or the other. 
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But „ot in -.ox. U- you UHO, suy ■«3turbatine, oral Intercourse with 

-.1 ^.1,^ <'^nv c-pv ;inal intercourse between 
the oppocUc sex, oral inlcreoui-se with the ^Mh .ex, 

,nan and wo,nan, .a.l intercourse botvoon two men, o..d mutual ..a.turbal Lou with 

.our .pouse, so.et. .eeo.es conoern.a. VP.. .~a. VU. law (in .an. 

states) tons you that you are a crininal. So., religions say you are a 

.,^er. .o.e psychiatrists still tell .ou that you're sic.. Co.-.e 'oiolo^ists 

,ou are unna.^al. People ever..here wonder (ir thoy t^nd out ahout you) 

how you could ha.e developed such a wide ran.e or sexual prererences. (In sex,^ 

. • . ..ts" is called "perversions.") Did yourvmother coddle you ■ 
"wide range of interests is caiJ.t.a i 

. ,o^ siste.=. Bid you ri^t too „u=H (or not onou..) wiU, your brothers. 
Weren't you accepted Uy the kidsVt school! 

if vour sex preferences are specialized in ™y activity e.cept „e„i s- 
.a,.ina- intercourse (™ayhe you li.e .asturhation and disli.e ^y.hin. else, f.r 
exa-ple, or perh.r, you enjoy onl, oral coitrs with the sa»e sex), A»er.,a„ 
..Cety is equally concerned. You »ust have trouble rolatin. to people. Or 
mother -as too restrictive or overly permissive or too neutral. Hayhe 

„„„ >,iolopicallv: mixed up hormones, the in- 
thero is somethin:- wrong with you biolor.icaijy 

-orreet i;enes, or Ood knows what. 

But Whatever the cause, you «ST he changed - by police or psychologists 
or rahhis or biochen^sts or somebody - whether you w^t to be ^oOiri-d or 
uot. (,^d, ir you don't- WM,T to ch^ge then that is supposedly "proor" tha, 
there is sonethinr, wronr, with your head, not that .ooie y 

')£ nosey busybodies.) 

,„ Short. Merica is a sex-negative society. It is intolerant of dive-sity 
i„ sexual tastes and aversions (over and above obviously necessary laws aga nst 
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harmful acts like rape and child inolosting). Our society is not very food 
' . neeativo, hobby necative, or roiinion necative, but it is sex necative. Penis- 
vagina intercourse beiween husband and wife, in private, is the only form of 
sex NOT aenounced by at least one of the powerful forces of our society - the 
police, vai-ious clercymen, state lecislatures , some pr.ychiatri.a. and psychol- 
••• ovists, ma^y parents and teachers, and even a few alleged]^ liberated sex authors. 
© ■ Wliy is .American society sex negative? 'indeed, 'why are MOOT of the large, 

dominant nations of the world - Red China, Russia, the European countries - 
erotically intolerant ones? Goor.raphically , sex ner,ative societies occupy MUCH 
■ more of the earth's sm-face than do sex positive nations.. If you wish to go 
about your dai'ly business in the nude, or' openly have a lover of yom^ own sex, 
then you had better live in a small tribe along the Amazon river, or -among the 
3iwan in Africa, rather than in mid-town San Dier.o. 

It is the -purpose of this paper to explore the possible reason, why success- 
ful societies have frequently been erotically intolerant, and why sexually posi- 
tive groups - and even they are usually not COMILHTKLY sex positive - are 
usually small and insignificant tribes somewhere off in the South "/.nerican jun- 
gles, in Samoa or Hew Guinea, or in the middle of Africa. 

In order to suggest possible reasons for this, I will adopt a point of view 
often called "social functionalism." To simplify my presentation, T will list 
a set of axioms based on research the behavioral sciences and analysed fror. 
a social functionalist viewpoint. Put together, these axioms will be a theory' 
about why pany conpetitively successful societies such as ours have evolved and; 
maintained negative sex norms. (I won't mention much of the research these 
axioms are based on during the body of my speech, in order to save tir.e, but 
I'll be happy to talk about it aftenrards . ) 
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The first axiom is the central postulate of the social functionalist view- 
point. It is this: Every social custom and taboo is either functional, dys- 
functional, or non- functional. For example, the lOiaska Eskimo tribe, before 
they vere changed uy ^vhite missionaries, often sexually swapped wives and hus- 
bands. Now, if the death rate of the small Khaska tribe was high in their icy 
arctic environment, then they needed an equally high birth rate to avoid becom- 
ing" extinct . And, if the fertility of their males ranged from high to low, and 
occasionally a sterile husband lent his wife to a fertile male guest, then the oth- 
erwise barren wife might occasionally {jet pregnant by the guests she was lent to. 
Thus, wife-lendinr/^^ possibly produced a higher birth rate than the Khaska would 
otherwise have had, and thereby increased the probability that their society 
would survive. This is what is meant by a "functional" custom or taboo: it 
increases the probability that the society will survive, in compai-ison to the 
society's svr- : jlI probability without the custom. 

The anthropologist John Vmiting has recently discussed another well-known, 
but more interesting, functional taboo. It seems that a few societies pro- 
hibit sexual intercourse, between a husband and wife up to five years after the 
birth of a child, during which time the wife continues to nurse their child. If 
a scientist from our culture visits these people and asks them why they avoid 
intercourse for so long, the scientist is likely to get a variety of vague replies. 
The people will say that intercourse during this period is biologically unnatural, 
or that the gods forbid it, or that it is shamefu.1, or that the father's semen 
will poison the mother's milk and thus kill their nursing infant. 

Now, V/hiting noticed that societies which have this (to us) peculiar taboo 
are not randomly distributed around the world, but seem to be concentrated in 
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diverse geographical areas which have an exceptionally low protein content in 
their diets. Fm'bher research stroncly suggested that there was a connection 
between low protein intake and the long post-partum taboo. In nearby societies 
with similar low-protein diets but without the sexual taboo, nursing mothers 
Often become pregnant again, but suffer frequent miscarriages. Furthemore, 
their nursing infauts also die frequently, l-hus, their birth rates are much 
higher, but their survival rates are much lower, than in societies that prohibit 
sex between wife and husband for a prolonged period. Indeed, there are very fow 
Of these nearby societies without the post-partun. taboo, possibly, because such 
societies have already become extinct. 

V/hiting's research suggested a probable reason for this: A lactating 
pregnant mother, on an extremely low protein diet, must either wean her nursing , 
child and put it on the low protein adult die., or co|inue nursing it. If she 
weans it, the inadequate amno-acid intake the b^hy gets from the adult food 
Often produces marasrnus and kwashiorkor - usually fatal protein deficiency 
diseases in small children. If the mother continues nursing her alread,y-born 
child while she herself is pregnant, then the nursing infant and the fetus ar.. 
competing for the miniscule amount of protein in their mother's diet - and one 
or both of the babies is likely to die because of protein insufficiency. (Of^en, 
it is the already-born child who dies, because the mother's milk loses protei. 
very rapidly.) -^fhus, the survival of the already-born child is enhanced if t .e 
„.other does NOT become pregnant again - which, in societies without adequate 
contraception means abstinence between husband and wife. The post-partum taboo 
is therefore a functional one. 

Wa should now here that the Khask. EskinK> custom of wife lending is a sex 
POSITIVE one, whereas the post-partuB taboo is sex NEGATIVE. But both „or,.s 



are apparently functional in that they help their respective societies survive. 

A dysfuncLional custom is one that RFJDUCES the probaVility that a society 
will survive. For example, some tribes eat mostly rice in their diets, but they 
have a custom of , removing the outer B-vitajnin containing part of the grain. 
These people often suffer beriberi, pellaf^ra, and other B-vitaiain deficiency 
diseases because their other food does not contain enough of "these B-vitamin 

/ 

nutrients. Thus rice-polishing is a dysfunctional custom because it increases 

the death rate and reduces the probability that the society will survive. 

V.exual customs which are dysfunctional are those such as making total 

celibacy necessary for all members ~ a practice that a few 19th Century Prot- 

(3) 

estant religions required. These religions no longer exist. 

A non-functional norm is one that is neithei^^unctional nor dysfunctional. 
. Ma^y customs such as the hair styles that a^ society has, their clothing stylos, 
color preferences, preferred positions during penis- vagina coitus, and so on, 
may veil have no effect either way on the long-term survival probability of the 
culture. Such customs are therefore non- functional. 

Thus, to suinraarize the first axiom: Every custom of a society is either 
functional, dysfunctional, or non-functional. 

Axiom Two is this: A custom of a society is not UNIVERSALLY functional, 
dysfunctional, or non-functional, but is so only in relation to the total condi- 
tion of a pai-ticular society at a particular time. For example, the taboo a- 
Cainst sex between a wife and husband for several years after a birth is a func- 
tional norm in societies with low protein diets - but it would be clys functional 
in societies without that kind of diet, as it would lower their birth rate. Sim- 
ilarly, it may be functional for people in an overpopulated society to marry late, 
to engage in hom.osexual acts, to practice contraception and so on, but it would be 

\ 
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dysfunctional for people in an underpopulated social system to d6 these same 
things. Furthermore, a custom that is functional at one time may be dysfunc- 
tional ^it another. For example, homosexuality in an overpopulated Greel? city- 
state might be functional but it would be dysf unctiona3. decades later if the 
population size had dropped precipitously.^ In other vords, we cannot simply 
list one set" of customs in a category marked "functional" and another set in a 
category labelled "dysfunctional." The laws of social functionalism are cultur- 
ally and temporally IffiLATIVE, not culturally and temporally ABf.OLUTEl. 

Axiom Three is this: 'ITie function or dysfunction of a social custom does 
not universally depend on the knowledge of the people who practice it. For 
example, the taboo against sexual intercourse between a husba;id and wife for 
several years after parturition does not require that the people understand the 
relation between protein levels and the diseases of kwashiorkor and marasmus in 
'their nursing and unborn children. It is sufficient that the people think that 

coitus between the couple involved is biologically unnatural while the mother is 

(5) 

nursing, or that the gods forbid it, or that semen.poisons the mother s milK. 
Axiom Four is this: A society can survive with dysfunctional norms if it 
/ ' has enough strong functional norms to keep it going, or if enough people surrep- 
titiously violate the dysfunctional norms. For example, in the middle ages, 
when the population of Europe was low, the Catholic Church preached that celibacy 
was better than sex. If everybody had followed that norm, European society would 
have disappeared in one generation. Thus, the celibacy norm was itself dysfu^ic-. 
tional. 

However, there was another Chri.stian .norm, which said that sex for some 
people was all right - but only to produce children. Thus people could get 
married and practice penis-vagina intercourse ~ but, nothing else. The church 
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forbade sexual practices v/hich lower the birth rate — such as oral intercoiu*se, 
masturbation, homosexual acts, an^ so on* Thus a functional sex-negitive norm 
which raised Iho birlh rate (only pfenis-va[Jina intcrcoui'se vas o.k.) was added 

(6) 

to a dysfimctional sex-negalive norm which lowered il (celibacy was lesirable). 

Also, there were many worldly priests and nuns who violated tlie celibacy 
rule and produced illegitimate children* And, there were come adulterers aroi d 
— not unlike the IQiaska Eskimos. Tliiese surreptitious violSfftors of i.hQ dysfunc- 
tional norms were therefore probably performing a -social function. 

Axiom Five is this: An intrinsically dysfunctional norm can be made second- 
arily functional by an additional^ modifying, norm. For example, the celibate 
priests and nuns of the middle ages may have helped society survive by running 
orphanages and hospitals in ways that married people 'might not have done. This 
is because the Catholic Chujt'ch tauglit not only the dysfunctional norm of celiba- 
cy for priests and nuns, but also taught the additional, modifying nonn for the 

(7) 

celibates to use much of their time doing charitable things. If a society 
iias intrinsically dysfunctional norms, that society can sui'vive if enough moa- 
ifying norms convert most or all dysfunctional, norms into fiuictional ones. (This 
is another way of saying that a social norm is not absolutely functional or dys- 
functional, but it is so oixly in relation to the total norms of a particular 
society.) 

^A*xiom Six is^this: A custom of a society intereacts with the biologically- 
prof^rammed behavior of the people, in such a way that the custom is either redun- 
dant, formative, or counter-spontaneous, for each person. 

To explain this rather abstract statement , let me use a purely liypothetical 
non-sexual example: Guppose that, in a particular society some infants are biolog- 
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ically proBrai^^od to be right-handed, while others are prosra„..od to be ambi- 
dextrous, and otill others are biolo.icaUy proora^n^ned to be left-handed. (This 
biological pro;,.am,„ins could co,ne fro,n a variety of sources-: the eone. of the 
infa.;; the .hape of the ...other's uterus, the position of the fetus in" the vo.b, 
prs-natal chemical influences, ami so-otl.) 

LCI's a=o>MO further, that the society then pressures its children to be 
rieht-hande. by teaching the. tc use a fcrK with their ri.ht hand,to cut -eat 
„ith a -.Ufe in their risht hand, tc print and »rite and nha.e hands and throw a 
baseball uith their ri^tlhands, and so o„A I'n^, «ie society is ALSO pro^ra-ns 

the children to be right-Janded. 

:,i„. for those youngsters who are already biologically biased towardn rifl,t- 
hondedness, the 3ater societal infiuences are redundant - Society is teaching the 
Kids to do What they would have done anyway. Tor ^bidextrous children who learn 
to prefer their ri£ht hands . the social influence is; for,.alive: teachers and 
parents and playnates at "school fo™ a behavioral b4s in these children where ^ 
none existed previously, finally, for yo>..ster= who were bioloRieally P«,,r.«ed 
to be le'ft-handed. the social influence goes gainst their spontaneous i-npulses. 
^.is cou„ter-spo„t=neo.as pressure fro. parents and teaihers and peers probably 
ca^es somi of these children to shift to their rieht hands, but probably does 
not affect other southpaw ehildre.. or possibly causes psychological problems . 
(8) . 

for them* 

If we now apply this a.io,, .to sexual behavior, we can say that cultural 
pressures to avoid some Kinds of sex acts (say ho.osexuality) , or to practice 
other Kinds of sex (say, the Mssionaiy position), aa-e for,, of social pro.ra^ 
.in, that are either red>mdant. formative, or^ounter-spont.oneous relative to 
the bioloeical program, already contained in the nervov., endocrine. a.d pheromonal 

I 
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systems of the individual people in a society. Tho 5-year post-partum sex ta"boo 
is probably counlcr^suontaneous for most married couples, as many people would 
re-commence intercourse as soon as the wife^ heals from chiJdbirth. Biology 
creates the re-aroused sexual interest of the husband and wiTe but their group's 
sociology countlsr-spontaneously opposes the individuals' Liolct^y. Mate-swapping 
amon(3 tlie llsklmos may veil be redundant in people who are sexually turned on by 
other people's spouses, because the ''social norms ai'e pointin,^ in the same direc- 
tion jpts theJr biological procrairnninf,. (Of course, complicat.(Hl combinations of 
redundant, fonnative, an'' counter-spontaneous pressures ai'e probably more common 
than tijie simplified examples I'm usin^r here, tut to keep things easy, I'll st-'ck 
with t/hp simplified .examples. ) * » 

A-^iom Ceven is this: A custom of a society interacts with the unique 
learning experiences of the people in such a way that .the custom is either re- 
dundant, formative, or counter-spontaneous for each person. 

This axiom is the same as the last one> except that this one pertains to 
learning instead of biology. Let's use the right-handednoss example as be- 
fore, but convert it to a case of learning. Suppose that infants are not bi- 
ologically programjiied to be right or left-handed, but that each infant aciiidres 
whatever hand preference she/he has early in life — by th(* way it first lies 
in the cradle, by vrhether the child is first rewarded fo\ reaching out with the 
right or the left hand, and so on. Let's assume that after this early, Unique, 
ac.cidental prograimning, each child is raised in a society where parents and 
teajchers ^and kids at school re5.nforce right-handed behavior. This later societal 
progranuning is, again, redundant, formative, or counter-spontaneous relative to 
the early unplanned learning of the child. 



li- 

Axiom Eight is. this: The- norms of a society change the frequency of a 
behavior compared to the frequency of that behavior based on biology alone, or 
vuiiquo learning experiences alone. For example, let's convert the right-handed 
example to a hypothetical sexual case. 

■ Suppose that, in a particular society, GQ% of infants aro biologically 
biased to be exclusiveily heterosexual, or they have early heterosexual learning 
experiences, while ^(^% are born with, or get imprinted with, bisexual prograin- 
ming,.^nird are born with a biological tendency to be exclusi-vely gay^ or 
are imprinted that way. (Again, the biological programming coidd come from a. 
variety of sources: the genes of the infant, pre-..atal homones from the mother, 
and so on. Tl.e imprinting experiences could also be diverse: the caresses of 
and "smothering" from a close-binding, intimate mother, the inattention of a 

bland father, or whatever.) 

Let's assume, further, that the culture surrounding the child supplies only 
heterosexual influences - in the form of heterosexual adult models for the child 
to imitate, in the form of religious and biological beliefs and legal codes which 
say that heterosexuality is the only good thing, 'and so on. Now, parents, clergy- 
men and peers arc redundantly pressuring the 60f. heterosexuaUy inclined children 
to do what they wou3.d have done anyway. The bisexual of the children will 
probably grow up heterosexual also, either because they fail to learn about their 
homosexual abilities , or because they suppress any gay tendencies they discov< r 
in themselves. The 10% ainbisexually inclined people will therefore add to th- 
(M hoterosexually inclined ones, thus making 90% of the adult population hetero- 
sexual. Finally, ^^mong the 10% of infants who are biologioally programaned or are 
imprinted to be gay, some of them - let's say half - will conform to social 
pressure and act heterosexual. Therefore, an additional ^$ is added to the 
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straight category, .aaking 95;i of the population hetcro.c:mI - - .nip.tred to,, ^he 
60% who would have boon exclusively hetorOoOKual based on bioio.j;/ or in.i.ri.iting 
alone. Ho, to re-state Axiom FJ :ht: the norms of a ^oeiovi cl-.an.ce ihe freque>u:y 
of a behavior (sucli as using the left hand, or eneacuis in homos-.xuul acts) com- 
pared to the frequency of that behavior b.a..ed on bidor^ ana m^r laimod, ;^'.ioue 

learning experiences alone. 

,^:cioT^ nine is this: Because society has the a^.ility to use- formtlve and 
counter-spontaneour, pressure to modify people", behavior, ti.ai. behavior doe. no 
strictly follow the Daxvinian laws of natural selection. For exa^nnle, if so..e 
exclusively poople are that '.;ay because they have cene:: for being gay, then 
they won't ir.ate and transrat ther.e genes onto the ne>± renoration. Therefore, 
these people's cenotically-transmitted exclusive homosexuality will disappear 
fro^^^the pop^naoion in" one .generation. If, however, socirt.y prosr.ures these 
people to n.arry ar.I have children, and if this cultm-al pressure is frequently 
successful, then r any >-ay people will ir.arry and transmit their r.enes. I'hus 
excL^ive homosexuality would not follow the Darwinian laws of natm-al seleotio , 
but vould con^:inv. at a higher rate" than predicted by, for exrunple, the Hardy- 
VJeinbers laws in population genetics. 

3i.r.ila.rly, r,enetical3y bisexual people would have a lower rate of reprod- 
uction than would £enetica].iy exclusively heterosexual individuals, bas.-d on 
their biology alone. But, if society -successfully pressm-es bisexual people tc 
act .•-.o:lusiyely in a heterosexual way, then bisexual persons would liave the 
cone r.te of reproduction as straifht individuals have. :5o, any r.ene. i.: tender - 
cy towavis bisexuality would be transmitted at the saine rate as the f^enes for 
heterosexuality. In other words, functional social noz-ms can compensate for 
dysfimctional Genetic m^Jceiq). (These examples are purely hypothetical, of 



ERIC . I'i 



13- 



. (10) 

course. I ar. not eayinC th..t sexual pr^.i-ei-once is ne^sUcally deternda-d. } 

Axiom' Ten iz hhis: functional .ccial uorns counter-spoubaneouBly oppose 
dj^sfunctional eavly imprinting experiences, then r^hose i.^pririting experiences 
ax-e likel,^ to be repeated in TuU^re generations. For exaanple, il' .«any young 
chlldron acuivc Uo.03..:uul .o.lencios by so.c co.«n.on Kinds of experience which 
:nar.y kids have coro^' in life, (rather than f^om hiologiaa.1 pre-dispositions) , 
and if nnourh of thone children later up and are ;re3sua-ed to .ecce hetero- 

s^x^xal, Chen Vne society uill sur-.iv-e. and the co..on Kinds of i..rinting .ex- 
periences vill also probably occur in some of the next generation of children. 
eon.0 of whom will be gay, but grov up acting straight, and so on. In other 
words, functional social norms car. compensate for socially dysfur.ctiou-.^ learn- 
ing experiences, as weU. as for dysfi-inctional genes. 

iodom Eleven is this: The more counter-spontaneous a soci.al norn. is for 
the people in a society, the more intense that nonn must be in order to g.t 
.eople to confer, to it. For example, paying income tax see., to be" counter- 
.nontaneous for Kany citizens. Consequently, society must use a variety of 
powerful ^eci..iaues such as passing laws, having an Internal .avenue Service, 
requiring people to file a,HXV^ tax returns, and so on, in order to get people 
to enrage in the functional-behavior of paying taxes. In contrast to this, 
society does not have to pressure people to breathe, to drinK water, to 
-.rinate, and so on, because such nox^ would be absolutely redundant: People . 
ere already sufficiently programed biologically so that, oven though, breathing 
urinaiin.,^. are highly functional for a society', no cociul norms need to 
exist, .s^en nonns are con^letely redundant relative to biolog." and in^rinting, 

(11) 

n'nen norms seldom occur. 

1.) 
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Axiom Twelve is this: A wido range of 3ocial2y dyafunotional sex behaviors 
would oxiat in a society if IhaL society did nob ha^re powerful, counter-sponta- 
neous sex negative norins to reduce the frequency of those di'nriuictional sexual 
activities, /or example, i>. so..ueties with V.D., proudr,oulty inifM be common 
and spread disoriotS. Tn underpopxii atod soc:ictie.s, many people inl^:hfc engage in 
a gre.''.t dor.i ■of -.rastui-batoi-y or liomoerotic acts, and so on. 

Tne rinci nxion Thirteen is this; Before the advent o.-; modern vtodicine, • 
most sooietie^ n"?ued a high birth rate to compensate for a hLrh death rate, 
(particularly arno::?; children). Most societies also needed a rAible fainily 
strucfare to educate -che large numbers of children thus produced, and most 
societies neodea effectire ways to prevent the spread of incurable V.D. 
3ince many people vould not spontaneously cnoose to remain virgins until 
r^arriage, and then live in a fai.dly-structured, penis-vagina ir.tercourse - 

only lifestyle, avoiding promiscuity, those societies which evoived extremely 

. , (13) 

strong functional norms to get people to live this way sur-zaved. Or, if 

:Jorae people were encouraged to remain celibate (like nuns and } .-iests and un- 
Kiarriod women), then EXTRE[4ELY strong norms must have ov.^lved in parallel to 
make sure that the celibates were socially functional and to make sare that 
the non-celibates had an even higher birth rate than Uiey otherwise woUd have 
had, to coinpennate f or\ the celibacy. 

::-iiralar food negative, sports negative, and hobby^'negativ^„ teboos have not 

\' 

evolved or spread because they would be dysfu-nctAonal^'or nou-f.uiclional. For 
example, taboos against eating pork, eating beef, dri'nliing milk, and -so on, 
exist in certain religious and ethnic groups - hnt li'hey are dya functional or 
non-functioral for tne generality of humans. Eating a wide range of foods pro- 

U 
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duces balanced nutrition - but having a wide range of sox reduces the birth 
rate and spreads di.soaso. (Recent studies have shown that conditions like 
hepatitis, typhoid fever, and pin-worms are spread by anal sox, for exai-iple.) 
And, having a IhVnKOVf roxw.e of orotic preferences also lovers the number of 
births - if that range is exclusively non-procreative (rike homosexuality or 
masturbation) ♦ 

Unfortunately, the world is rapidly shifting from undorpopulation to over- 
population, and 30cial diseases can often be prevented and cured (just as trich- 
ixxosis can be prevented by cocking pork well). Tnerefore, the old sex-negative 
ncv-ms are becoming non-fvmctional and dysfunctional. Will we keep them? If ^ 
certain police, certain clergy, ax^d other powerful forces have their way, we 
certainly will. 
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that only heterosoxuality was evolutiqnarily adaptive, so that 
bisexuality and homosexuality must have been eliminated from 
primate evolution lone before homo sapiens appeared (and hiunaiis 
oou3d not have evolved these traits, either). This view h&s been 
-hailen/^ed, also: "Male-male sex play in primates; obviously has no 
reproductive function: iLs role, both as recreation and as a way in . 
which individua3s can relate to each other, is to cement ape society. 
This is imr.ortant, since tiic onJy other important male-male relation- 
ship among' many apes is rivalry or aygrossion ... The importance oi 
this ability to form "erotir.ed" bonds between males is clear - il 
-males, human or ape, were wholly unable to eroti:'.o their contacts 
with one another, and got no physical or emotiional pleasure Irom 
oontacts with fellow males, Ihoy would be left only with mechanisms 
to'eypress hostility and rivalry, nxid societies would bo lim^Jea, as 
they are in eibbons , to separate territorial; f'lmilics on fishtin^r 
tcrias 'i-he whole or-ani-/.ation of human society as we know it would 
have been impossible . . . Et has been asked wfiy evolution did not 
.ret rid of a form of sex-role fixinr, which clan interfere with repro- 
duction in this way. The answer is probably, that the potential for 
male-maJe love lias such social advnutuges that its occasional dis- 
rxdvLtares, for individuals in whom it is e:^acrerated, are outweighed. 
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